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Pustic Hearn Acts. 


The Public Health (Scotland) Act is the latest Parlia- 
mentary production on this question, and the veterinary 
profession, as the result of an effort, obtained fair recog- 
nition in that statute. In the ordinary course of politi- 
cal evolution some consolidation and amendment of 
existing legislation must soon take place. When it does, 
the Conncil of the R.C.V.S. should keep a sharp eye on the 
alterations and bring all its influence to bear so that we 
may take our proper place. 

A Select Committee has just issued a special report on 
a Public Health Acts Amendment Bill, and our contem- 
porary The Meat Trades Journal, says :— 


“This report states that the proposals of the Bill are 
of such magnitude and complexity that they should only 
be accepted in a measure more complete than that re- 
ferred to the committee. They are, therefore, not pre- 
pared to advise Parliamentary sanction being given to it, 
and have, in accordance with this opinion, agreed to 
report the Bill without amendment. ° The committee 
recommend that the subject, considering its great im- 
portance, should have the consideration of the Govern- 
ment with the view to the introduction by them of a 
Bill at the earliest possible date in the next Session of 
Parliament. The committee are of opinion that the 

rovisions of the law relating to public health ought to 
be speedily consolidated.” 

We veterinary surgeons must retain all this in our 
memories. Next season it is probable a Bill will be intro- 
duced, and if we allow the occasio n to pass it may be years 
before we again bave the opportunity of influencing 
legislation. The Medical Ofticer of Health cannot be de- 
pended on for giving due prominence to the claims of 
veterinary surgeons. We are convinced that all-examina- 
tions of living and dead animals should be entrusted to 
veterinarians as the persons best qualified to give advice 
tu local authorities, to protect the consumer, and to do 
justice to the seller of meat and milk. Local authorities 
are not convinced of this, and medical officers are in 
many cases not disposed to allow our claim. When 
amendment of existing acts takes place there must be no 
negligence. Then is our opportunity to make good our 
claim, and it is to be hoped the Council will be prepared 
to take effective action for establishing it. 

Nothing is obtained without work, and next session of 
Parliament will offer us a chance which may never occur 
again. 

THE PLyMoutH MEETING. 

Our advertisement column sets out the programme for 
the meeting of the National Veterinary Association in 
August. It isa full one, and promises to be one of the 
greatest assemblies we have yet had. The place of meet- 
ing offers attractions unsurpassed by any the Association 
has yet visited. The scientific programme is enticing to 
every practitioner. The third day, arranged by the local 
Society, is of itself enough to attract all the members. 
There is no necessity to insist upon a good attendance, 
all we now say is that every member should bring his 


DISEASE OF THE ANAL POUCHES IN 
DOGS. 


By A. J. Seweit, M.R.C.V.S. 


As far as I can gather by references to the different 
books printed in English very little has been written 
respecting the disorders affecting the above named 
pouches, whereas those veterinary surgeons who have 
given some attention to canine ailments know that 
these pouches though small and apparently insig- 
nificant are frequently a great nuisance to the dog. 


measure is due to the way the modern dog is fed, and 
as a result the freces are passed in a soft condition, 
not necessarily relaxed or unformed, but decidedly 
soft. 

In bygone days, I take it, food was not specially 
prepared for him as at present; he had to live on 
what he could catch and bones formed a great part 
of his diet, and as a consequence the motions were 
large, hard and dry, and as they passed through the 
anus they pressed on these pouches causing an 
evacuation of their contents, and the secretion 
lubricated the part which is usually dry. The normal 
secretion of the glands in these pouches to my idea 
resembles, both in consistency and colour, cart grease 
that has been in use for some time, for it is of a dark 
slaty hue, and of asticky greasy nature, with a 
disagreeable odour not unlike some strong German 
cheese. 

The principal symptoms which I have noticed 
pointing to a disorder of these parts are restlessness, 
the dog when lying down will jump up suddenly as 
if something had bitten him, run off for a few yards 
with tail tucked in and looking round towards the 
stern. The dog in some cases is frequently licking 
the anus, and when out, even after passing a good 
motion, frequently strains as if he wanted to defecate, 
and only a little coloured mucus comes away; he 
often drags himself along the ground ina kind of 
tobogganing position, and the owner generally comes 
to the conclusion that the dog has worms, and gives 
a vermifuge, but even though worms may be passed 
the irritation continues. People who keep a dog thus 
_ affected in the house complain that he is frequently 
passing flatus of a very offensive odour, whereas the 
_ disagreeable smell complained of is generally due to 

to the discharge from these pouches which 
occasionally escapes. In some cases the parts are 


_really painful, the patient is reluctant to move about, 


wife and arrange to spend a week at Plymouth. Hotels | he goes along with his back arched and tail down, 


are good and plentiful, but anyone who prefers to take 
spotenats can be accommodated, and if he will write to 

r. Bond, the local Secretary, he can be saved all trouble. 
Mr. Bond is an enthusiast, and will be only too pleased 


'giving one the idea at a casual glance that he is 


suffering from rheumatism. 


lf the anus is examined the skin is generally in- 


to arrange for the comfort and convenience of members | flamed and slightly tumefied. The surrounding hair 


who write to him. 


Personally I think the cause of this in a great. 
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is discoloured as well as the skin, and on one or both 
sides of the anus a small swelling about the size of a 
large bean—in some cases it is larger—is noticed. 
These, of course, are the distended pouches, and if 
they are gently squeezed a quantity of discharge 
comes away. Sometimes it is quite thin, in other 
cases it is semi-liquid, and comes curling out like a 
worm, and it is astonishing the quantity that 
escapes. 

Dogs of all ages seem liable to disorders of these 
anal pouches, but the’ worst cases are seen in old 
dogs, when the glands may become distended to the 
size of a big hazel nut. There is almost a continuous 
semi-purulent discharge, and the animal is constantly 
licking himself. 

In other cases an abscess forms, it rises very 
quickly. in perhaps 24 hours; this is the result, I 
often think, of the orifice to the pouches becoming 
blocked and the sac rupturing and then allowing the 
contents to escape into the tissues, and from the 
nature of the secretion, which is anything but aseptic, 
one can easily understand suppuration occurring 
quickly. The abscesses appear very painful until 
they break of themselves—which they very soon do— 
or are lanced. As a rule, the parts soon heal, in fact 
too quickly, and then suppurate again if the wound 
is not kept open for a time by plugging. 

Once a dog has had trouble with these pouches he 
always seems liable to it, and once an abscess forms 
it frequently recurs three or four times a year, first 
on one side, then on the other, or always on one 
side. Even in the milder cases when no abscess 
forms the accumulation of the abnormal secretion 
distending the pouches continues for a time. 

T'reatment.—In mild cases where therepis no sup- 
puration it is often sufficient to relieve the irritation 
by emptying the glands; this I do by passing a 
somewhat small pointed probe through the aperture 
of the pouch to clear any obstruction, and then 
squeezing the glands with the fingers. If this is re- 
peated twice a weex for two or three weeks, the 
glands seem to gain tcne and assume their normal 
condition. When there is any suppuration and the 
discharge is very fotid, after emptying the glands I 
syringe the sac out with some such lotion as the 
following :— 

Formalin m Viij. 
Tine. Calendule ™ xx. 
Aqua ad. 31. 

Or three grains of chloride of zine dissolved in an 
ounce of water, which I repeat twice a week. 

In some cases this treatment has but a temporary 
effect, and the parts become troublesome again @ 
month or so later. I then advise the glands being 
freely opened, which I do in the following manner. 
A fine director is passed into the pouch as low down 
as it will go, and witn a small sharp pointed bistoury 
I open the sac freely from top to bottom. The 
meinbrane lining the pouch I thoroughly scrape with 
a sharp scoop, and the wound is afterwards packed 
with carbolized gauze to prevent the parts healing 
too quickly. The pouches being situated externally 
to the sphincter ani both may be operated on at the 
same time, and this is often necessary. There is little 
or no bleeding. 


In a few instances three or four months after the 
operation first described has been performed suppura- 
has occurred again; in these cases I have dissected 
the pouches clean out, and though a rather large and 
deep wound is the result of this operation, the cases 
have always done well, but I have been careful to 
keep the wound well packed so as to get healing from 
the bottom. In the four cases I have operated on I 
removed both pouches at one time. 

In describing the symptoms I mentioned that au 
abscess occasionally and quickly forms in the glands ; 
if one gets the case in good time the pus may be let 
out through the duct, but this is not often the case, 
for as a rule these abscesses point very quickly, and 
if not soon opened they break in 24 hours, some- 
times less. As a general rule I find it is best to open 
these abscesses freely when they are of any size, 
and either insert a small drainage tube or keep the 
wound packed, otherwise they heal up too quickly 
and suppurate again. 


OOPHORECTOMY IN THE BITCH AND CAT. 
A Summary or 55 Consecutive CasEs. 


By Frepx. Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., Professor, Royal 
Veterinary College, London. 

In the Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics (vol. x., page 175, and vol. xi., page 
254) there are briefly recorded the details of 35 cases 
(14 bitches and 21 cats) in which the ovaries were re- 
moved for various reasons. er 

Since publishing these the following 20 consecutive 
cases have been operated upon :— 

August, 1598. Cases 36 and 37. Cats aged re- 
spectively 4 and 5 months. 

October. 1898, Cases 38, 39, and 40. Cats aged 
respectively 10 weeks, 2 years, and 3 years. 

November, 1898. Cases 41 and 42. Cats aged 
respectively 2 years and 8 years. 

January, 1899. Cases 48, 45, and 46. 
aged respectively 8 months, 6 months, 
aged.” 

Case 44. Retriever, aged 3 years. 

February, 1899. Cases 47 and 49. Cats, aged 
| respectively about 24 years and 3 years. 

Case 48. Spaniel, aged 6 months, from which 
tiere was considerable hemorrhage owing to the slip- 
ing of a ligature, but recovery was uneventful. 

March, 1899, Case 50, a cat, aged one year; and 
Case 51, an Irish terrier, aged 6 months. 

April, 1899. Cases 52 and 58. Cats, aged 3 
months and 15 months respectively. 

Case 54. An Irish terrier, aged 18 months, of 
particular interest because when incising the 
abdominal wall the bladder (which was much dis- 
tended) ‘was punctured, and a quantity of urine 
escaped into the abdominal cavity. As quickly as 
possible the edges of the eut were seized with 
forceps and the wound sutured with three fine silk- 
worm gut sutures (Lembert’s pattern), the abdomen 
being wiped out with tampons of wadding soaked in 
chinosol solution (gr.i to 31). No further trouble 
ensued, the skin sutures being removed four days 
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later, the wound even then only looking like a 
scratch, so perfectly had union taken place. 

June, 1899. Case 55. Cat, aged about two 

ears. 

Of the whole 55 cases, 18 of the patients were 
bitches and 37 cats Some of these were operated 
upon for the purpose of doing away with the troubles 
caused by oestrum and its sequelae, and others for 
some other diseased condition, usually of the genital 
tract. 

In all the later ones, the median line was chosen 
as the site for incision instead of the flank, its 
advantages being obvious. 

Anesthetics were always used (chloroform for the 
dog and A.C.E. or ether for the cat) and rigid anti- 
septic precautions, such as careful shaving and cleans- 
ing of the skin, boiling the instruments, disinfecting 
The wound was in 
each case afterwards hermetically sealed with ortho- 
form (or iodoform) and collodion, no bandage being 
applied, except in one instance where pressure was 
thought desirable. In many of them the wound was 
not touched at all afterwards with the exception of 
removing the sutures on the third, fourth, or fifth 
day, or in some cases even this was not done. 

Only one case of death from peritonitis occurred 
(Case 42), and I feel sure that this was due to in- 
fection from the floor of a cage which had insufficient 
clean bedding upon it. 

Of the 18 bitches all made excellent recoveries 
with the exception of one pug (Case 34) which was 
being operated upon for uleerating papillomas of the 
vagina ; the animal passed through the odphorectomy 
all right, but succumbed whilst the tumours were 
being removed and the vagina curetted, the combina- 
tion of the two operations at once proving too severe 
a strain. 

Of the 37 cats, Case 26 died of a ruptured liver 
whilst coming out of the anesthetic; Case 42 died of 
peritonitis ; Cases 20 and 45 died of iodoform poison- 
ing about a week or ten days later from licking the 
dry dressing (iodoform and starch) applied to the 
skin wound (post mortem revealed in each case the 
abdominal wound to have united splendidly) ; Case 
2% unexpectedly developed most peculiar and vicious 
propensities, became paralysed in the hind quarters 
two days after the operation and died, a post 
mortem revealing nothing whatever to account for 
death. 

In two cases herniae have resulted at the seat of 
operation, but as they have not given any incon- 
convenience surgical interference has not been con- 
sidered necessary. 

One cat (Case 24) had a kitten put to her two days 
after the operation and suckled it in the usual way. 

Case 54, in which the bladder was incised, bad a 
little urinary trouble on one occasion since, but this 
has yielded readily to medicinal treatment. Perhaps 


|) the most noteworthy point is that about ten days or a 


fortnight after the operation she was perceptibly in 
oestrum, and even allowed the dog to line her twice. 
This, notwithstanding the fact of which I am 
absolutely sure, viz: that ligatures were placed above 
and below each ovary and every particle of these 
organs removed. It will be recollected that a similar 


instance was alluded to in The Veterinary Record for 
May 6th, 1899 (page 652), the animal in that case 
having had the pregnant uterus as well as the ovaries 
removed. The fact of cestrum sometimes occurring 
after the ovaries have been entirely removed has also 
been observed by Mr. Harold Leeney, M.R.C.V.5S. 
(Veterinary Journal, vol. xxxi., page 11), who, how- 
ever, gives it as his experience that if the bitch or cat 
be pregnant when operated upon this is avoided. The 
case above alluded to in The Veterinary Record for 
May 6th, 1899, appears to contradict this idea 
especially as the animal has been most unquestionably 
in cestrum again a second time since the operation. 

In four cases, instead of ligaturing above and 
below the ovary and excising the intervening 
portion, 1 snipped off the organs as clean as possible 
with scissors ; Case 47 was one of these (having been 
operated upon in this way on the 14th of June, 1898) 
and, as the owner sent word that she had since had 
two kittens it was clear that a piece of at all events 
one ovary must have been left and the organ have 
become regenerated. Upon opening the abdomen 
this proved to be the case in both ovaries, as one was. 
quite as large as a horse bean and the other about the 
size of a pea; both were cystic. 


MILK FEVER AND SCHMIDT’S TREATMENT, 


I have been tempted to report the following case as 
it is the first that has afforded me an opportunity of 
giving Schmidt’s treatment a trial, and I think when 
any new means are suggested for dealing with a 
particular disease, we should all do our utmost, how- 
ever little that may be, to prove or disprove its 
efficacy. 

The subject was a fourteen-yoar-old shorthorn cow 
in good condition, and having the reputation of a 
good milker. She calved on Friday morning, 
June 16th. 

At 4p.m. on Saturday she was showing partial 
paralysis of the hind limbs. She could only just walk, 
the feet being brought forward with great difficulty, 
while her quarters swayed to and fro in the charac- 
teristic manner. The eyes were staring and the 
pupils somewhat diluted. She kept much in this con- 
dition throughout the rest of the day, except that the 
paralysis became rather more pronounced. She went 
down and got up again with difficulty ; we left her 
standing the last thing. As we so often have cases of 
post-partum paralysis amongst our cows here I did 
not feel convinced that this was going to develope 
into ‘‘Milk Fever’’; so I delayed injecting the 
potassium iodide, and the last thing gave a drench 
containing a pound of sulphate of magnesium and 
six drachms of.aloes as she had passed no feces for 
some time previously. 

I was called at 5 a.m. on Sunday, and on going 
to the dairy I found her down, almost unconscious, 
with her head turned to the right side. Her ears and 
limbs were cold, respirations were slightly accelerated, 
(82), che pulse was small and frequent (76), and the 
temperature 90:2, which latter symptom I regarded 
as a very unfavourable sign. We immediately 
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milked her dry and (after washing the udder with 
soap and warm water followed by a _two per cent. 
lysol solution) I proceeded to inject 5ij of potassium 
iodide dissolved in a pint of boiled water at the body 
temperature, a quarter into each teat. It was injected 
with an Arnold milk fever syringe and air was 
admitted at the same time. The udder was after- 
wards hand rubbed to equally distribute the solution 
throughout the gland. 1 did not consider it safe to 
drench her. We kept her as much as possible on 
her sternum throughout the day by means of sacks 
of straw. A quantity of hard faces was removed, 
salt enemata were given at intervals and the urine 
removed, there being a large amount on first passing 
the catheter. The pulse beats remained the same in 
frequency although they became weaker. 

By 8 p.m. I was disappointed to find that the tem- 
perature had fallen still further to 88:3. During my 
absence and against my strict injunctions the attend- 
ant attempted to drench her and succeeded in getting 
some gruel “ the wrong way.” Small quantities of 
milk were stripped from the udder at intervals. 

In the evening she was lying in the same position 
with her head to the right side except that they had 
turned her over twice. A thin discharge was flowing 
from her nostrils. The rectum contained feces 
softer in consistence. At times there were very fetid 
eructations of gas. 

At 10 p.m. she seemed rather worse than better 
and showed no sign of returning consciousness, I 
injected another 3ij of the salt into the udder and left 
her well propped up with straw sacks for the night. 

Monday, 10 a.m., she was still down, but was fast 
regaining consciousness. ‘Tears were et from 
her eyes, and a rather thick discharge from the 
nostrils. Pulse 68, rather stronger ; respirations 28; 
and temperature 99-4 

At midday she was still improving, and on making 
an attempt almost got up. Throughout the day she 
had small doses of rectified spirit and spirit of 
ammonia in gruel every two hours. Small quanti- 
ties of milk were taken from her at intervals. 

At 9 p.m. she regained her feet, but looked very 
dull and sleepy. She was disinclined to move and 
when made to do so staggered a good deal. She 
ate a bran mash and drank a pail of water. 

Tuesday, she was still improving, although still 
showing much lassitude. At midday three pints of 
milk were stripped from her and shortly after the 
calf was put back with her again; she took little 
notice of it. 

Wednesday, she was quite convalescent, feeding 
well and giving almost her full quantity. There was 
no sign of any abnormality of any part of the udder. 
I am fully aware that it is extremely difficult to say 
that a particular cow would have died without a par- 
ticular mode of treatment, as so many presenting 
very unfavourable symptoms from the first make 
good recoveries with or without treatment, while on 
the other hand, seetingly benign cases often dis- 
appoint us by terminating fatally. With “ milk 
fever’ we are unfortunate in the fact that up to the 
present we have failed to discover any symptoms 
which are of much use in arriving at a prognosis. I 
have brief notes of some eighteen cases that were 


treated with chloral, and with them the only symptom 
that 1 have found of any use whatever in forming a 
prognosis has been the temperature. Where a cow’s 
temperature has fallen below 100 F. within a few 
hours after showing the first symptoms, I have 
invariably seen such a case terminate fatally. On the 
other hand the opposite does not hold good as a cow 
will in some cases die, although during the whole of 
her illness the temperature has never dropped below 
100. Of course it is quite possible that a wider 
experience may disprove this, but, be it as it may be, 
until I have proof to the contrary I feel justified in 
attributing the recovery of a cow with a temperature 
below 100 to whatever treatment was adopted, and 
not tonature unaided. The above is the first case 
with such a low temperature that I have seen re- 
cover, and therefore I shall certainly use Schmidt’s 
treatment for these cases in future, not neglecting 
other important points, as keeping the patient propped 
up on her sternum, taking the urine away, etc. I 
venture to think that when mammitis occurs as the 
result of the injection it is due more to uncleanliness 
of the syringe, or of the udder, than to the irritant 
effect of the potassium iodide. 
G. SaunpErs, M.R.C.V.S. 
Colonial College. 


THE RESULT OF THE THREE PRINCIPAL 
TREATMENTS OF MILK FEVER. 


By H. Karstake Tasker, M.R.C.V.S., 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 


Having read with great interest the article by Mr. 
Wallis Hoare on the treatment of milk fever in last 
week’s issue of The Veterinary Record, I hope that it 
will not be considered out of place for me to mention 
my experience of the treatment by the chloral, 
Schmidt’s and homceopathic methods which I recently 
carried out on three cases occurring one after the 
otber on the same farm. 

I did not at first mean to report these cases, but I 
now consider they may be of some interest to readers 
of The Record. 

Case 1., June 5th. Cow affected after calving 
second calf. Animal almost insensible-at 10.30 a.m., 
body cold, inside of mouth cold, temperature 100°, 
pulse 72. Adopted the chloral hydrate treatment, 
with enemas, mustard to spine, etc. ‘ 

Death on June 6th. 

Case Il. Cow affected before calving. This is the 
second case only that I have come across of milk 
fever affecting the cow before calving. I do not mind 
owning this, as one of our most noted veterinary 
authorities, Dr. Fleming, mentions in his valuable 
work on “ Veterinary Obstetrics” referring to this 
disease, “ It has, though very rarely, manifested it- 
self before parturition, and also during that act.” 
This cow was. affected on June 15th. She was in- 
sensible when I saw her. 

I adopted the Schmidt’s treatment with also the 
injection of caffeine sodii salicylas. I may remark 
that all articles used by me such as hypodermic 
Injection syringes, I am in the habit ‘of thoroughly 
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cleaning and sterilising before use. Soaking also my 
udder injecting syringe in boiling water for half an 
hour before use and disinfecting with chinosol solu- 
tion, also washing my hands in a solution of per- 
chloride of mercury, cleansing the teats of the cow, 
&c., &c. I add that as I do not wish it to be thought 
that by dirt on instruments, «c., J might cause a pro- 
cess of disease worse than the one I am trying to 
treat. This cow died on June 16th. 

Case I11.—Cow showing symptoms of going down 
at the time Case II. was insensible (after calving). 

I gavea purgative at once, mustard to the spine, 
two ounces of whisky every two hours, and quinine. 

Animal comatose at 12.30; gave enemas every 
two hours until 6.80 p.m. As I had this cow and 
No. II. both in the same condition I made a night of 
it, and gave this animal the benefit of the homeo- 
pathic treatment every two hours, with an inhalation 
of amy]! nitrite. 

June 16th. As there was not much improvement 
at 6.30 a.m., and as at this time the other cow, No. 
IJ., died, I made my way home, after directing my 
clients to go on with the homeopathic treatment. At 
2 p.m. the cow was improved ; at 6.30 p.m. she was 
lying down, the coma had passed off, and she began 
to eat. 

June 17th. Much better and up. 

June 18th. Slight pneumonia set in, temperature 
106° F. She gradually recovered with the help of 
tonics and occasionally enemas. 

I then gave every cow due to calve a purgative, 
and as yet have not had another case of the disease 
on that farm, although another animal before re- 
ceiving the purgative made me afraid that a fourth 
case was impending. I am now, therefore, in favour 
of trying the homeopathic treatment. 

General remarks. All these three cases were of the 
same degree of intensity, all cows showed constipa- 
tion of the bowels before going down, al were 
affected with deep coma. Previous to calving these cows 
were all turned into the same pasture. A prominent 
symptom of the cow III. before going down was the 
variation of temperature in different parts of the 
body; some parts icy cold, some warm. The 
temperature was at this stage 99° F. I noted that 
the first symptom of recovery noticeable is that when 
the finger is placed in the animal’s mouth the 
membranes feel a shade warmer, and this warmth 
increases until the animal recovers from the coma, 
also, of course, the rectal temperature gradually 
increases. 

I have noticed previously to these cases that some- 
times the chloral treatment has most beneficial 
results, at other times it seems to aggravate the 
coma. Also the treatment of a purgative and re 
peated doses of nux vomica and belladonna brings 
some animals round. The homeopathic treatment 
has the advantage of small doses—10 minims at a 
time in a wineglass full of water. It certainly sounds 
absurd, but its effect seems good, and this, of course, 
is the main object. 

_If we do not exactly know the pathology of the 
disease or the cause of the symptoms it is hard to fix 
on the remedy, therefore all that can be done is to 
try those remedies which have the best effect. 


On tue Cause anp TREATMENT oF Mitk Frver.— 
By Veterinary Surgeon J. Scumupt, of Kolding. 


As a reply to repeated enquires as to the treatment 
recommended by Schmidt, of Kolding, we reprint 
Mr. Mayall’s translation, which appeared in our issue 
of January 1, 1898, p. 372 ;— 


The author in his prize essay on the above does 
not countenance any of the well-known theories 
hitherto held as the cause of milk fever. He believes 
with Schmidt, of Miihlheim, that there is an auto- 
intoxication. He does not, however, believe that the 
production of the poison takes place in the womb, 
but in the udder The poison takes its origin from 
the colostrum corpuscles and degenerated old epithe- 
lial cells. The chief aim of his treatment is to check 
the formation of colostral milk, and to paralyse any 
existing poison. To accomplish this he relies on 
potassium iodide. His procedure is as follows: The 
udder is stripped, cleansed with soap and water, and 
disinfected with Lysol solution. 7-10 grammes of potas- 
sium iodide are dissolved in a litre of fresh boiled water. 
When the solution has cooled to 40° or 42° C. it is in- 
fused in equal portions into the udder at the four 
teats For this the author uses a milk catheter of 
wide bore, an india-rubber tube about two yards long 
and a glass funnel. These instruments are disinfec- 
ted in Lysol water before using. The infusion has 
to be accompanied by continued massage of the 
udder. At the same time a small amount of air 
gains access to the udder, and according to the 
author this favours the liberation of free iodine. If 
the pulse is weak, and syncope feared, the author in- 
jects 5 grammes of caffeine dissolved in sodium se licy- 
late, water 15 grammes. 

At the same time the cow is wisped down, warmly 
clothed and receives every 2 or 3 hcurs an oleaginous 
salt clyster. If there is no difficulty in swallowing 
aloes 1s given internally. By this treatment the 
author has met with success beyond all expectation. 
Of 50 cases more or less severe, treated by him, 46 
or 92 per cent. recovered. The abnormally low 
temperature rises after the infusion. Comatose 
symptoms disappear in four hours, 36 animals got 
up within 24 hours and some of them in 5, 6, or 74 
hours. The amount of milk, diminished at first, gener- 
ally comes back to normal quantity in about eight 
days. Inthe province of Schleswig-Holstein several 
practical veterinary surgeons have proved the efficacy 
of Schmidt’s treatment. The professors at Danish 
colleges have also used the potassium iodide infusion 
in 13 cases with 12 recoveries. 


In a further explanatory note (July 16, 1898, p. 
43.) Mr. Mayall epitomises the directions as follows : 


‘‘ Strip the udder, cleanse with soap and water, and 
wash with an antiseptic. Dissolve 85 to 150 grains 
(approximately) of potassium iodide in a pint and 
three-quarters (approximately) of freshly boiled water. 
When the solution has cooled inject a fourth part 
of this solution into the udder at each teat. Accom- 
pany the infusion with massage of the udder. 
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Give a dose of aloes internally if there is no diffi- 
culty in swallowing, and if there is this can be given 
either with a Reid’s pump or a catheter (Frans.) Tf 
the pulse is weak give a dose of caffeine hypodermic- 
ally.” 


FILARIA PAPILLOSA (?) IN CASTRATION. 


Whilst castrating at a farm in Stainton Dale, near 
Scarboro’, Yorks, recently a fifteen months old 
cart colt, I was surprised whilst opening tunic 
vaginalis testis, to find the worm which I have en- 
closed; it was in a quantity of straw-coloured fluid, 
the epididimus was much eroded and of the colour 
of iron rust. Strange to say two years ago I found 
on the same farm two similar worms in the sac of 
testicle in a cart colt bred from same mare. 

If this communication be of any service to you, 
and worthy of insertion in The Record please do so ; 
if not | should like an answer from you privately. 
Could you, from specimen enclosed, tell me the name 
of worm and how it got to testicle. I am very sorry 
the worm is in such a delapidated state, but it has 
been accidentally trodden upon; yet I hope it is not 
too far injured to examine. Originally it was two 
inches long and in thickness equal to that of a 
pigeon’s quill taken from wing. 

[This worm was too dried and shrivelled for positive 
identification. Professor McFadyean, who kindly examined 
it, has no doubt it is an example of the Filaria Papillosa. 


Its most common habitat is the peritoneal cavity, but it 
has often been found in the scrotum at castration.—Ep.} 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, A NEW DEFENCE 
(SCOTLAND). 
By Ross, F.R.C.V.S. 


To the legal profession this defence which I am 
about to give may not be new, but | believe it will be 
to the majority of the veterinary profession. Pos- 
sibly | may be in error, but I have stated this so-called 
defence against alleged cruelty to many medical and 
veterinary practitioners, and they all confess that it 
is new to them. It may be that this defence may 
not apply to cases brought up in England, but it is 
held to be sound law in Scotland by the S.P.C.A. 
and the J.P. Fiscal in Glasgow. 

Under the criminal law of Scotland, one of the 
three essential elements involved in the conception 
of a crime is Dole. Dole is defined by Hume as a 
“‘ corrupt and evil intention.” However, “It is not 
necessary that the offender have been fully conscious 
of the wickedness of what he has done, and may have 
ye imagined that he was performing a meritorious 
act. 

To illustrate this new defence, let us Suppose the 
following case :—An unskilled and unqualified man 
is called in to attend an animal suffering from 
tetanus. He diagnoses this as a spasm of the 
muscles of the jaw, and explains to the owner that 
the only way to overcome this is by a mechanical 


followed up by washing out the mouth, with a 
solution he will provide. To this the owner consents 
and the treatment is applied, and as one would expect 
with no success. After this the owner we will sup- 
pose calls in a qualified veterinary surgeon, who ex- 
plains the nature of the disease, and shews the owner 
the lacerated cheeks, the bruised gums, and the whole 
mouth burnt by the irritating mouth wash. The 
owner then explains that he himself knows nothing 
about horses, and called in this man as he shod his 
horse, and puts farrier on his signboard which he 
thought was a qualification and evidence of his know- 
ledge of the treatment of disease. We will take it 
for granted that, under new treatment, the animal 
came round alright, recovery not being retarded by 
the injuries nor the animal’s future condition affected 
by them. Before proceding further | will copy the 
S.P.C.A. definition of cruelty, viz: ‘‘ Cruelty implies 
the infliction of unnecessary pain.” Now, as 
practitioners we differ, and I have been careful to 
put before you a case in the treatment of which I am 
certain no one will offer to justify the unskilled 
person. From this it would at once appear to many 
as if the offender would be convicted of cruelty, but 
wait, the legal loophole is open, and the offender gets 
his chance of escape. Would any practitioner go into 
court and swear that he believed the alleged offender 
committed these cruel acts from a “ corrupt and evil 
intention.” I am certain that no one would be likely 
to do so, and I am equally certain that we would all 
agree in saying, that he had been guilty of gross 
cruelty. I believe I am correct when I state that the 
S.P.C.A. and the J.P. Fiscal in Glasgow would refuse 
to take up this case, because this “infliction of un- 
necessary pain’? was done to the animal, with the 
idea cf relieving suffering, not addiag to it. The un- 
skilled man they argue did these acts with a good 
motive, and in ignorance of the after results. They 
would both admit that the animal suffered unneces- 
sary pain, but maintain that the law cannot touch 
him, as his act was not one of wilful cruelty, It may 
be new to some, | confess it was to me, that the 
absence of a cruel motive excuses cruelty on the part 
of a quack; also that ignorance of results should 
justify the methods he had used. I further argued 
that according to the legal reading of dole it was not 
necessary that the offender be fully conscious of the 
wickedness of his act, therefore they should take pro- 
ceedings against the offender, but they always harked 
back on the absence of a “ corrupt and evil intention” 
stultifying their action. When discussing these 
points witb the Fiscal and the Superintendent of the 
8.P.C.A., I put the following case before them :— 
A client of mine has an animal which has chronic 
contraction of flexor tendons, and is kept at work on 
my advice wearing a high-heeled shoe. He is arrested 
for cruelty to his horse and the case goes for trial. 
We will suppose the veterinary evidence to be equal 
both for and against the man. Now, I put it to you 
both, would. either of you allege that that man 
wrought that animal in the spirit of wilful cruelty, 
and with the full knowledge that he was causing the 
animal pain. As far as I can recollect they replied 
that they would not say he wrought his horse in the 


appliance which will stretch the muscles, this to be 


spirit of wilful cruelty, but that he was using it to 
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gain profit, and further that the cases were not 
parallel. In conclusion, I told them that I would 
give their opinions a free advertisement in the 


Veterinary Record, and that the new defence would be 


used against them the first opportunity I got. In 
this last case you have a man working an animal 
under the advice of a professional man, even suppos- 
ing that advice to be wrong, there remains the facts, 
that the man did it in ignorance of the pain he was 
causing and not with a ‘corrupt and evil 
intention.” 

With your permission, Mr. Editor, I will apply 
apply this reading of the law to the Carlisle case. 

The particulars of this case I will take for granted 
are well known, and I have no special desire to reopen 
the discussion on the lines that have been followed 
lately in your paper. Let us accept it as a fact that 
Mr. Hewson condemned the cow, and gave it as his 
opinion that she was fit to travel ts the slaughter- 


) house. Now I will put this question to those experts 


who acted for the prosecution, would you allege that 


® Mr. Hewson ordered that cow to be walked with the 


= 
4 
? 
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intention of causing pain and suffering, i.e, with a 
corrupt and evil intention? From some letters that 
have appeared it would seem to be a matter of opinion 
as to whether some of the professional witnesses for 
the prosecution were qualified to act as experts in this 
case. Be that as it may, | am confident that none 
of them would allege that Mr. Hewson acted in the 
spirit of wanton cruelty; therefore according to 
Scotch law, there was no case against him. Com- 
pare these two cases, the first in which an unskilled 
and unqualified person inflicted intense pain and 
‘suffering, and for whose acts not a shadow of justi- 
fication can be found from a professional point of 
view. The other in which a professional man, it being 
assumed from his diploma a fully competent man, 
simply gives his opinion, but neither coerces the 
owner nor takes an active part in the alleged cruelty. 
The unskilled man committing undoubted cruelty 
cannot be touched, and the professional man is pulled 
up and is only saved from being convicted by the aid 
of many of his professional brethren. If the pro- 
fessional man had been guilty of such a crime as I 
have made the quack guilty of, then most decided ly 
he is not entitled to the support of his profession, but 
rather the full weight of their evidence against him. 
As an explanation of this anomaly I have been in- 
formed that the one would be taken up under Scotch 
law, while the other was tried under English law. 


» Whether this be the true reason I am at a loss to say, 
_.as I have been otherwise informed that there is no 


difference between the two under the Prevention of 


3 ‘Cruelty to Animals Acts as applied here. However, 


this is a point amongst some others I will leave to our 
legal friends to explain. While looking over a small 
book published by the R.S.P.C.A. | came across a case 
in which a farrier was charged with blistering a horse 


in various places of his body at one time. The evi- 


dence is not given, but it is quite reasonable to 


_ assume, that as far as his knowledge went the farrier 


intended to cure, not acting in wanton cruelty. What 
the defence was is not given, but the man was fined 
£5 or one month’s ‘imprisonment. On the strength 


of this decision, I sent on to Mr. Colam some three 


weeks ago the particulars of a case that the Glasgow 
S.P.C.A. had refused to take up against an unqualified 
man. He replied saying that he would place it be- 
fore the committee of the R.S.P.C.A. on Monday, 
the 12th June, and let me know their opinion after- 
wards. I waited on until the 19th had passed, and 
then I wired him, prepaying a reply to which | got 
no answer from him until the morning of the 23rd. 
In this letter he apologised for my telegram not being 
replied to as he was from home, and added that he 
would write me on the case immediately after the 
meeting on the 26th. On the 28th as this opinion 
had not come, I wrote asking him to reply on my 
prepaid wire, and at the latest to let me have an 
answer by the 30th; to this 1 have had no reply. 1 
much regret that [ am unable to give the opinion of 
this powerful society. Of course they are not bound 
to reply stating the position they would take up when 
a case of the foregoing type was brought to their 
notice. In your issue of last week you give a casein 
which a man who applied an irritant to the skin and 
then wrought the animal was convicted of cruelty. 
It will have been noticed that the defence was the 
absence of a cruel motive, but this the Sheriff would 
not accept. I would like to know what decision the 
Sheriff would have given if the man had not put the 
animal to work; and whether he convicted the man 
for rubbing him with an irritant, and then working 
him with his skin in a tender condition, or simply on 
the latter charge. 

As professional men the law demands that we shall 
show reasonable care and skill in the exercise of our 
calling, and it does seem strange, on the other hand, 
that it should give a perfectly free hand to a non- 
professional man to cruelly ill-treat an animal, and 
afterwards justify his cruelty. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
FUND. 


A meeting of the above Society was held at 10, Red 
Lion Square immediately upon the termination of the 
annual general meeting of the Royal College of Veterinary 
pre Professor J. Penberthy was voted to the 
chair, 

There were a good many members present, and con- 
siderable interest was shown in the proceedings. 

The Council’s report having been adopted, 

Mr. WarTNABY proposed and Mr. ELpuick seconded 
that the following gentlemen constitute the first 
Council :—Professors Penberthy, Dewar, Macqueen, M’ 
Fadyean, Messrs. T.S. Price, Merrick, Blakeway, Elphick, 
W. Shipley, junr., C. Allen, W. F. Barrett, Jno. A. W. 
Dollar, T. Burrell, C. Sheather, Hartley, E. Coleman, 
Villar, F. W. Wragg, L. Barrett, J. R. Carless. Messrs. 
F. W. Wragg, G. Coleman, and T. Burrell were elected 
trustees, and Messrs. Woodger and Wartnaby auditors. 

Professor PENBERTHY then addressed the meeting and 
remarked that the Society was to be congratulated on 
the fact that no less than £813 had already been re- 
ceived, that the Central Veterinary Medical Society had 
voted the handsome donation of £50, and that other 
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societies had also subscribed. He hoped at least £700 
would be available for investment by the trustees, and 
that upon receipt of the £50 above alluded to no. less 
than £750 might be invested in recognised securities. 
He referred to the distressing applications for relief 
which had been received, and was ~~ to say the 
Society was already doing a good work. At the present 
time relief was being given in five cases, and although 
they desired to go further it was essential that their in- 
vestments should if possible reach £1,000 in order that 
an annual income could be assured. He especially re- 
ferred to the necessity of every member of the profession 
subscribing, as relief must at present for the most part 
be derived from annual subscriptions. 

Professor MACQUEEN endorsed the views of Professor 
Penberthy, and suggested various means whereby the 
funds of the Society might be augmented. He hoped 
every member of the profession would subscribe as the 
Society was already doing a good work. He referred to 
Mr. Simpson’s offer to pay over the surplus of £5 from 
a former smoking concert which the Society would gladly 
accept. 

Mr. Wrace suggested that the best way of obtaining 
funds was to hammer away at individual members. 

Messrs. SurpLey, HartLey, and Expuick endorsed 
the views of previous speakers, Mr. HARTLEY remarking 
that he was grieved to find such poverty afflicted certain 
members of the profession. The speakers advocated in- 
creased relief, but it was pointed out that already £5 a 
month was being voted, and that additional subscriptions 
would be necessary. Each speaker expressed the hope 
that greater interest would “ shown in the Society 
which was to be congratulated upon the final establish- 
ment of the scheme. 

W. F. Barrett, Hon. Secretary and Tyeasurer. 


SCOTTISH * VETS” AT FORFAR. 


The annual summer meeting of the Scotti 
ottish Metro- 

litan Veterinary Medical Society was held in the Royal 
Saturday, when there was a good 
attendance. revious to the meeti 
‘resident of the Society, in order to witness tw. 
tions, for the skilful performance of which Mr Tnglis 
enjoys a wide reputation as a specialist. The operatig 
is known as monorchid or “rig” castration the 
on Saturday being two entire colts, one four oe 
old and the other a two-year-old. M 


. Inglis was assi 
by Mr. Andrew Spreull, F.R.C.V§ D assisted 
were present—-Professer M‘Lauchlan ed 
? 


Mr. A.S. Macarthury Perth : Prof ili 
Edinburgh ; Professor Hunter, Edinburgh ams, 
Moir, Secretary, Editburgh ; James Sandeman 


- M. Inglis, Forfar, the 


ourteen months | 


‘S.. Kirriemuir; Mr. Cameron, V.S., Berwick-on- 
laced Dr. A. Maclaggan Wedderburn, Forfar ; Dr. 
Peterkin, Forfar ; Councillor Lowson, Forfar ; Mr. Ash- 
worth, Assistant to Mr. Inglis; and several studerts: 
from the new College, Edinburgh. The operations were 
carried out skilfully and expeditiously. the gentlemen 
present complimenting Mr. Inglis on his success. Photos 
of the group were taken by Mr. David Laing, 

hotographer, Forfar, and by Professor Williams and 

rofessor Hunter, and the company then adjourned to 
the Royal Hotel, where dinner was served. Mr. Inglis 
presided. After dinner, Mr. Spreull proposed the health 
of the President, and referred in high terms to the skil- 
ful manner in which both —— had been carried 
out. Mr. Inglis replied. arious other toasts were 
proposed. 
ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING. 

The annual summer meeting was afterwards held— 
Mr. Inglis presiding. Messrs. M‘Phail, Inspector of 
Markets, Edinburgh ; James Carpenter, Edinburgh ; 
and James Sandeman, Kirriemuir, were elected members. 
of the Society. A discussion then took place on the 
paper entitled, “‘ Notes by the Way,” read by the Secre- 
tary at two former meetings. Professor Hunter, Edin- 
burgh, opened the discussion by speaking about 
ptomaines and their work. Professor Hunter said that 
this was a subject rather outside his own particular 
sphere of knowledge. Ina company of gentlemen like 
that it was quite out of the question that any one could 
stand up and begin to talk in an educational manner 
about a new subject like this. It was largely new, filled 
| with names of its own, peculiar nomenclature, not at all 
pretty, a doggerel Greek, and very bad Greek, he was: 
told, and mixed up with men’s views constantly chang- 
ing. Professor Hunter went on to speak at some wm 
on various forms of these germs and the methods of com- 
batting them. On discussion being invited, Dr. Wed- 
derburn thanked Professor Hunter for the very lucid 
history he had given of the different states in which 
these different organisms had been used. Professor 
Williams said that every man should try and satisfy 
himself as to how they could obtain immunity from 
disease. They had studied very carefully the food sub- 
stances of mankind and the lower animals, and they 
should new study carefully into the foods of plants. Re- 
search had demonstrated that unless certain organisms 
were in the soil plants would starve, and chemists should 
endeavour to discover the various foods of the various 
organisms. He had an idea that disease did not attack 
a thoroughly healthy animal, for the reason that the 
pabulum cf that perfectly healthy animal was not 
suitable for the growth of any organisms whatever. but 
if anything happened to depress the vital centres the 
pabulum was deteriorated chemically, and organisms: 
would attack it successfully. Other gentlemen spoke, 
and at the close the Secretary and Dr. Hunter were 
awarded very hearty votes of thanks. The Secretary 
submitted clinical reports, and various morbid specimens 
were exhibited. Our er: of Mr. T. M. Inglis is from 
a photo by Mitchell & Co., Forfar.—The Dundee 


Advertiser. 


ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The summer meeting was held on Friday, June 30th 
at the Royal Hotel, 
attended. As is usual on such occasions, the business 
meeting was preceded by a luncheon—served in good 
. Those sitting down under the genial presidency 
rs Mr. 8. H. Slocock (the President for the year) and 

e vice-chairmanship of Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, in- 
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eluded Professor Wm. Pritchard, Messrs. W. G. Flana- 
gan, E. C. Howard, E. J. Mellet, of Henley (by whom 
the satisfactory arrangements were made); E. Percival 
Owen, of Thame (hon. sec.); James F. Simpson, A. L. 
Butters, W. Hunting, Thos. W. Lepper, and James 
East ; and Percy J. Simpson and R. A. Stock (visitors). 

After the luncheon, at which no speeches were made, 
the members and visitors adjourned to “ am-,upper 
room,” where the business of the gathering was transacted 
the President being in the chair. 

Telegrams of apology for inability to attend were 
announced from Messrs. Albert Wheatley, G. E. King, 
W. Wilson, F. W. Hanks, and H. G. Lepper ; and many 
cards and letters regretting compulsory absence from the 
meeting were also submitted. 

The minutes of the last meeting, held at Reading, 
were submitted by the Hon. Secretary, and confirmed on 
the proposition of Mr. Butters, seconded by Professor 
Pritchard. 

Mr. Burrers moved that, according to the custom of 
the Society, the next (November) meeting be held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London ; and the proposition, having 
been seconded by Mr. Lepper, was unanimously agreed to. 


New MEMBER 


The President proposed (for Mr. F. W. Wragg) the elec” 
tion of Mr. Percy Srmpson, of Maidenhead, as a member 


of the Association, remarking that his nomination had 


been seconded by Mr. Wilson, of Berkhamstead. 
Mr. Percy Simpson’s election was unanimously carried, 


THE SOUTHAMPTON SANITARY CONGRESS. 
The next business was to consider a notice of the 


‘Sanitary Institute Congress to open at Southampton on 


the 29th August next, and inviting this Association to 


appoint delegates. 


On the invitation of Mr. Burrers, who said he under- 
stood Mr. Hunting would preside over a special section 


-of the Congress, 


Mr. HunrTING explained that there would be a Veteri- 
nary Conference in connection with the meeting at 
Southampton, and that he had accepted the tego | 


of that section, Professor Hobday and Major Fred. Smit 


being the vice-presidents. The subjects that would be 
discussed in the Veterinary section would probably be 
Meat Inspection, Dairy Inspection, and some part of the 
bigger subject of Diseases of Animals Transmissible to 
Man. He felt that those gatherings kept the profession 
in touch with the allied sciences. For instance, at the 
Health Congress at Dublin last year, the Veterinary 
‘Section was the most successful section of the whole 
Congress. They had one of the largest attendances at 
their sessions ; and the press were so struck with what 
went on there that the Veterinary Section got as much 
notice as any section. (Hear, hear.) The result of their 
proceedings at Dublin was that they were this year 


asked by the Institute of Health, to send to their Con- 


gress at Blackpool, and that, without being asked, the 
Institute had put on a Veterinary Section. (Applause). 

Mr. Burrers moved, and Mr. HuRNDALL seconded, 
that the President (Mr. Slocock) and Mr. J. F. Simpson 
be requested to represent the Association at the South- 
ampton Conference. 
_ The PresrpEnt and Mr. Simpson expressed their will- 
Ingness tc attend the Conference as representing this 
anata, and the resolution was carried by acclama- 

n. 

Post Mortem Specimens, &c. 
Mr. Percy Srmpson exhibited and explained these 


morbid specimens which had come under his treatment, 
vtz.. the amptuated penis of a horse (which had re- 


covered) ; remarkable concretions in the biliary duct of 


a horse ; and also preputial concretion from a horse ; and 


an extraordinary accumulation of calculi found in the 


neck of the bladder of an old Irish terrier dog. The cases 
were discussed at some length. 
| The PRESIDENT moved a very hearty vote of thanks to 

Mr. Percy Simpson. for his kindness in bringing forward 
the carefully prepared specimens he had dune, expressing 
also the satisfaction the members must have felt in 
electing that gentlemana member. He hoped Mr. Pere 
Simpson would bring before them many more suc 
valuable specimens, and that other members of the 
Association would do the same. (Hear, hear). 

Professor PRITCHARD seconded the vote, which was 

carried by acclamation. 


THE SUPER-CAUDAL USE OF SODIUM 
CHLORIDE. 
By W. Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


The treatment of disease has made great progress in 
recent years. In surgery, perhaps, the advance has been 
greater than in medicine. Antisepsis seems to be based 
upon true scientific knowledge and stands the ordeal of 
practical application with as great success as it fits in 
with the experiments of the laboratory. In medicine our 
advance is less apparent or less demonstrable. One 
reason for this probably lies in the uncertainty which 
attends diagnosis. But progress Aas been made in 
medicine. If we compare the treatment adopted now 
with that in vogue thirty years back we must recognise 
at least a negative improvement. In those days we bled 
for fever. We used calomel largely, and we measured 
out sedatives and stimulants with a simple faith that a 


' certain dose had a well understood curative action. 


Therapeutics is now a science—at least it is being 
classified and arranged and lectured on as one. We are 
told exactly how drugs act upon animal bodies—-how one 
expends itself upon the nervous system, how another 
affects the blood stream, whilst a third has special con- 
trol over come glands. The scientific chemist has come 
to the aid of medicine with a quite new set of synthetical 
products of known composition. These are being widely 
introduced for the purposes of therapeutics, and my only 


| and how new agents are taking their place. 


regret is that a deficient chemical education renders the 
nomenclature to me mysterious and puzzling, whereas I 
am told the name explains itself to persons possessed of 
modern classical and scientific training. 

Acetanilid, Paraldehyde are to me words without sig- 
nificance and agents to be avoided. Possibly I was early 
in life prejudiced againt the synthetic materia-medica. 
A friend who worked in Professor Odling’s laboratory is 
more or less responsible for my prejudice. He related 
how one day a co-worker had discovered a fine new com- 
pound for which no use could be found either in the arts 
or commerce. The discoverer was despondent, until it 
was suggested to him that such a chemical was just the 
thing for medicine. 

Veterinary therapeutics are distinctly conservative and 
we adopt few new remedies until they have been well 
tried on human beings. The ancient practice was to test 
drugs on animals, but this was found to be expensive 
and untrustworthy. Nowadays the inventor tries his new 
agent upon the landlady’s zat, and then if the animal sur- 
vives he boldly performs a series of experiments upon 
himself. Thus new drugs are introduced into human 
medicine and gradually find their way into veterinary 
practice. 

Comparing old practitioners with new one cannot hel 
noticing how time-honoured drugs are being ignore 
Grains of 
Paradise are seldom seen now, and a very few years ago 

was unheard of. The complex formule which 
our fathers were proud of contained some ten or a dozen 
different agents—one or two to fight the disease and the 
rest to qualify or modify the action of the combatant 
agents. We now revert to an apparent simplicity and 
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prescriptions are limited to two or three —. The 
younger a practitioner is the more value he sets on 
drugs. He knows the names of more and remembers 
exactly their action, so of course is better able to pre- 
scribe them. The old practitioner usually curtails bis 
drug orders as he increases his knowledge or his practice. 
I am not prepared to distinguish between these alterna- 
tive conditions. Increased knowledge may be the cause 
of his dropping some of his older drugs, and increased 
practice may be the cause of his not ren some of the 
newer. Aloes and nitre have survived, whilst antimony 
* and mercury have become shockingly neglected. The 
bromides and the iodides still hold a strong place whilst 
the sulphates seem to have retreated—save in the 
case of that universal favorite commonly known as 
Epsom salts. 

A few years our doses were large and our prepara- 
tions bulky. i be given in four quarts of gruel” 
always seemed to me a heroic dose. In those times we 
always administered our a ar through some 
natural opening of the body. Modern therapeutics avoid 
the complications which may happen by this rough 
method of practice. Our doses are small and our agents 
potent. We dissolve them in a teaspoonful of sterilised 
water and inject them under the skin, into a vein or 
through the trachea. This doubtless is scientific progress, 
and it partakes of surgery. It is bold and direct. 

Whilst allowing all the advantages pertaining to 
modern therapeutics I desire to say a word in favour ot 
simplicity of practice and of old and well tried agents. 
Among these Sodium Chloride holds a foremost place. 
It dates back as far as the time when the family of Lot 
were moving, and in our day has been carefully investi- 
gated by Mr. Harry Thompson, the well-known veteri- 
narian of Aspatria. I have used this agent for various 

urposes and for many years. Quite thirty years ago a 

ellow assistant in a large practice prepared a “ shoulder 
lotion ” of such curative value that clients came long dis- 
tances for it, and refused to accept the preparations I 
offered when my colleague happened to Me out. I ob- 
tained his formula so that I might prepare it. This 
1s 1t :— 

Kk Aqua Fort. 1 gallon. 

Sodium Chloride = $ Ib. 

Tr. Lav. Comp. oz. 

The discoverer described his preparation as astringent, 
tonic, demulcent and emollient in action. The sore 
shoulders to which it was applied did remarkably well, 
and the clients bore unbiassed testimony to its value. 
What I specially valued was its simplicity. 

To leave generalities and come to experimental use of 


the agent I will relate three cases. As Mr. Pottie said | | 


in his remarkable paper on “ Facts not Fancies”—“ one 
ounce of experience is worth a ton of theory.” The test 
of practice is the final demonstration of value ! The 
results of experimental work are so certain, so exact, so 
free from the errors which surround theory! This is 
why we have made such rapid progress in medicine and 
surgery during the last quarter of a century. In the 
research laboratory our scientists mace their experiments 
under conditions which avoid all the thousand and one 
complications which were the cause of error before the 
advent of Pasteur. 

In — practice the clinical observer cannot adopt 
quite such exact precautions. Both kinds of worker 
however, are cautious—they take care that their agents 
are pure, that their subjects or patients are normal or 
definitely changed, and that conclusions drawn do ‘not 
confuse cause and effect with incidental or accidental 
complications. Scientific triining has stayed hasty 
ot and the practice of human and veterinary 

icine IS NOW an exa — ing i 
— ct art—or progressing in that 


The only difficulty I have in recommending to your 


notice Sodium Chloride as a Gonpaitie agent of wide 
and general value is the small number of cases in which 
I have used it. This may possibly vitiate my argument, 
but I remember that not bn since the intra-tracheal in- 


jection of iodine in purpura had a not much sounder 


numerical basis, and that the intra-mammary injection 
of an iodine salt in case of milk fever must also at some- 
time have had but#a slight experimental foundation. 

My three cases are numerically small, but I offer them: 
for consideration. Before’ doing so, I must explain that 
my method of using this drug is not in accordance with 
general therapeutic ways. It is not altogether novel, for 
Il remember my late grandmother narrating how the same 
agent was employed in her youthful days in the very 
same manner for the purpose of  Setgeeny motion in the: 
common sparrow. I confess I have not tried it as an 
anesthetic. 

I apply Sodium Chloride in dry powder, and place it 
three or four times a day upon the upper part of my 
patient’s caudal extremity-—on the tail. 

Case I. The patient was a horse suffering from a large 
wound on the near side. It was not sewn up, because: 
owing to temper the horse must have been cast to enable 
sutures being put in. Sodium Chloride was applied three 
times daily in the super-caudal manner. 

The wound healed rapidly and without complications. 
No other treatment was adopted, and, therefore, the 
remedy must be accepted as satisfactory. Of course, it 
may be said that the drug had no effect upon the healing 
of his wound. That is a fair hypothesis, but I would re- 
mind you that a similar statement might be made con- 
cerning the use of many drugs. 

Case II. This was a case of hepatitis affecting an aged 
cab mare. Sodium chloride was used as in the last case 
and an uninterrupted recovery took place in ten days. 
A friend who kindly examined the case for me differed 
with my diagnosis. He thought the case was one of 
slight fever complicated by over work. Wishing to be 
honest I shall not dispute my friend’s diagnosis. I quite 
see that the difference of opinion rather detracts from 
the value to be placed upon the treatment. This matter 
of correct diagnosis does in fact affect a large number of 
cases, and it is possible that practitioners may occasionally 
administer drugs for a condition which is not present in 
the animal. Hepatitis is not common, and I Feel regret 
that any doubt should rest upon a recovery in which 
sodium chloride had apparently so beneficial an effect. 

Case III. This was a remarkable case of lameness in 
a carriage horse. He had been lame for some weeks and 
nothing could be seen or felt in his limb to indicate the 
seat of lameness. Of course the practical man diagnoses 
such cases by the peculiarity of action—a peculiarity his. 
ong experience enables him tu detect when a novice is 
quite unable to locate the mischief. Sodium chloride was 
used super-caudally, and strange to relate the horse 
became sound in three days and is at present working 
sound. In this case the logical sequence of events is un- 
mistakeable. Horse was very lame, Sodium Chloride is 
used—horse almost immediately goes sound. 

These three cases Suggest that much virtue resides in 
a simple remedy, and that its method of application is 
possessed of many advantages. It appears, like the ad- 
vertised quack medicine, tu achieve its object in some as 
yet not understood manner—“it touches the spot,” and 
therefore saves the trouble of diagnosis. 

_I am prepared to hear some objections to my deduc- 
tions, but I would ask members to at least give my cases 
and conclusions the same confiding faith that they be- 
stow upon their own pet remedies. One thing I doclaim, 
viz., that my therapeutic agent and its method of appli- 
cation can never do harm. Is it quite certain that more 
treatment possesses this negative benefit 

re my cases less deserving of being called cures than 
many which occur in daily practice ? 
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Postscript.—Gentlemen, if any apology is needed for 
WH this somewhat ponderous attempt at applying the 
reductio ad absurdum to much of our therapeutic prac- 
® tice I offer it by saying that my intention is serious. I hear 
9 .and read of agents and methods possessing little more 
acceptable basis than sodium chloride pr wy 
: applied. I too often feel my own defects of diagnosis, 
recognise failure of action in drugs when I least expect 
it, and I see recoveries which I am unable to connect 
> with the therapeutics adopted. On the other hand I 
> .grant the honesty of purpose of careful practitioners who 
> try and try ~ to arrive at truth, and who really 
» supply us with all the data we have as to the action of 
medicaments. 
» The Hon. Srcretary proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
>to Mr. Hunting for his valuable and amusing paper, 
which no doubt they would take “cum qrano salis.” 
(Laughter). 
> Mr. Burrers seconded the vote with great pleasure. 
» After some humorous remarks from Mr. FLANAGAN, 
the vote was carried by acclamation. 
» The meeting closed with a cordial vote of thanks to 

ithe President for his able conduct in the chair, passed on 
the proposition of Professor Pritchard 

Those members of the Association whose time per- 
mitted visited the Regatta course after the meeting, Mir. 
» E. J. Mellett proving an able guide and courteous host. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 
THE DISINFECTION OF RAILWAY HORSE- 
BOXES. 


A memorial has been addressed to the Board of Agri- 
culture by masters of hounds. owners, breeders, and 
trainers, and others who are interested in high-class 
horses on the subject of the disinfection of railway horse- 
boxes. It states that there has been for many years past 
a serious prevalence of infectious ailments in the various 
studs and stables of this country, leading to great and 
increasing loss through the deaths of valuable horses and 
mares, and that such diseases are in a large measure 
spread through the neglect of the railway companies to 
<leanse and disinfect horse-boxes after use. It is pointed 
out that the existing regulation, requiring the companies 
to sweep out the horse-boxes and to wash the mangers 
with water, is wholly insufficient to disinfect such 
boxes by destroying the germs of disease, but, even 
so, the regulation is seldom, if ever, given effect to 
™ by the companies. Vast numbers of horses from 
» America and elsewhere are, it is said, brought every week 
® to this country without any restriction as to their 

| freedom from disease, and these are conveyed in horse- 
») boxes by the railway companies and distributed through- 
pout the country, such horse-boxes being subsequently 
® used without sanitary precaution for the conveyance of 
® other horses, no matter how valuable. The memorialist 
» ask the Board of Agriculiure to take the whole subject 
» into consideration with a view to (a) improving and 
» rendering more effectual the prescribed method of disin- 
» fecting horse-boxes, whether by the use of Formalin or 
» otherwise : (4) compelling the railway companies to 
» carry out scrupulously the regulation at present existing 
| and any new regulation that may made. Among 
/ those who have signed the memorial are Viscount Milton 
and Sir John Thursby: the following masters of 
t hounds :—Mr. E. P. Rawnsley, Mr. J. C. Straker, Mr. E. 
» W. B. Portman, Mr. John Watson, Mr. A. F. B. Cress- 
/ well, Mr. J Robson, Mr. J. S. Carr-Ellison, Mr. C. D. 
» ‘Seymour, Mr. A. Lewey, Mr. E. F. Kelly, and Mr. J. H. 
» Fullerton ; and a large number of owners, breeders and 
) trainers of thoroughbreds or race-horses, together with 
farmers, veterinary 


surgeons, stud farri 
-others.— The Times. grooms, farriers, and 


Personal. 


Honour For Miss OrMERop.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Société Nationale d’Acclimatisation de France, 
the large silver medal of the Society was awarded to Miss 
Eleanor A. Ormerod, of St. Albans, the eminent 
entomologist, for her work in Economic or Applied 
Entomology. 

Wiiuiam Kirk, M.R.C.V.S., of 32, Upper Bedford 
Place, London, was called to the Bar on June 14th last. 
Mr. Kirk was admitted a student at Lincoln’s Inn in 
June, 1895. He graduated as a veterinary surgeon in 
Edinburgh in 1883, and has since practised chiefly in 
London. 

In the list of invitations to the State Concert at 
Buckingham Palace, on Friday night, June 30, we note 
the name of General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Bart. 


Same Name. 


I should be much obliged if you will kindly ask your 
correspondent “ Geo. E. Gibson ” in this week’s issue in 
future to add his address and [ will do the same,—Yours 


faithfully, Gero. E. GrBson. 


Sedgefield, Ferryhill, July 1st. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette : 
War Orricre, PALL MALL, June 27 
Yeomanry Cavalry.—Yorkshire Hussars (Prince of 
Wales’s Own).—Vet.-Lieutenant G. T. Pickering to be 
Vet.-Captain. 


We regret to report the death of Vet.-Lieut. E. 
Wilkinson, at Madras, on 20th ult. 


Vet.-Major W. Gladstone left Hounslow for Salisbury 
Plain with 1st Dragroons, 22nd ult : 

Vet.-Major D. C. Pallin left Chatham for duty at Salis- 
bury Plain, 3rd inst. 

Vet.-Lieut. H. B. Knight left Canterbury for Salisbury 
Plain with 10th Hussars, 24th ult. 

Vet.-Lieut. R. St. C. Houston proceeded to Salisbury 
Plain for duty, 30th ult. 

Vet.-Lieut. A. Olver has been transferred from Alder- 
shot for duty at Norwich. 

Vet. Lieuts. A. England, H. M. Durrant and J. J. 
Griffith embarked on Ist inst. for temporary duty in 
South Africa. 


™ THE TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER. 
ir 


I will leave the record of “ ebullition of chagrin ” and 
“ erroneous interpretation ” to be noted by the readers of 
the letters that have already appeared in your issues. 

Truly there is a difference between scientific men and 
men of science. 

Mr. Webb, with the advantage of his long experience, 
may bea “Triton among minnows,” vut I believe that even 
most “ college fledglings,” and all honour to them, would 
hesitate to criticise and condemn a man’s treatment until 
they had adopted it im cts entirety, and perchance even 

post mortem examinations on dead suhjects. 

If two cows out of Mr. Webb’s three that recovered lost 
one quarter of their udder I shouldn’t think that the 
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treatment adopted by Mr. Webb (which he persists in 
calling Schmidt’s) can be described as “ the least harmful 
of the various methods (of treatment of milk fever) 
advocated.” 
- The “let alone” system is the one that ought to be 
adopted. It has such reliable results, and displays such a 
lot of tact and knowledge in its adopter. It will swell 
our bank balance and reduce us to nonentities. It has 
such a wouderful record based on the conclusion that 
one or two cows occasionally recover spontaneously, a 
fact which some people are continually advancing as if 
it was sumhartally trod or proved anything, when it is 
well known to any tyro who has seen a year’s decent 
practice. 
One swallow does not make a summer, and one spon- 
taneous recovery occasionally proves nothing worth 
proving and merits about as much attention as fortune 
telling, fetish worship or “undesigned coincidences,’— 
Yours sincerely, G. MAYALL, 
(Further correspondence on this subject is,.we think, un- 
necessary,—Ed.) 


THE WANTS OF THE A.V.D. 
Sir, 


In addition to what has already been brought to your 
— about the A.V.D., [should like to offer a few more 
acts :— 
The D.G. of the R.A.M.C. draws £650 a year more than 
the D.G., A.V.D. 


” 


A Surgeon General £450 
A Colonel » £00 

Therefore, there are 12 surgeon generals and 26 
colonzls in the R.A.M.C. getting more pay than the 
D.G., A.V.D., and it should be rememifered that any 
officer serving about 27 in the R.A.M.C. draws more pay 
than the D.G., A.V.D., and every ofticer of the R.A.M.C. 
who chooses to serve on can become a colonel. 

A Lt.-Col., R.A.M.C., with 20 years service gets about 
the same pay as a V. Lt.-Col., A.V.D., with 30 years 
service. 

Every officer in the R.A.M.C. is positively certain to 
become a It. col. at 20 years service, whereas after being 
a veterinary major for 10 or even 12 years (that is from 
30 to 32 years service) a veterinary officer may be com- 
vulsorily retired at 55 years of age, and perhaps never 

ave the opportunity of becoming a veterinary lieut. 
colonel. 

A major, R.A.M.C,, with 12 years service draws the 

same pay as a veterinary major with 25 years service. 
_ Promotion, R.A.M.C. An officer joins as lieutenant 
is promoted at three years service to captain, is a major 
at 12 years, a lieutenant colonel at 20 years, and a colonel 
usually about 27 years service. 

A.V.D.—An officer joins as lieutenant, is promoted 


” ” 


veterinary captain at 10 years service, a veterinary major 
at 20 years service, to lieutenant colonel it varies from 29 | 
to 33 years service or perhaps mcre. 
| would suggest that veterinary officers be promoted | 
from veterinary lieutenant to veterinary captain when | 
they have 8 years service, to veterinary major with 15 or, 
16 years service to V. Lt. Col. at 22 years service 
Administrative rank to carry the rank of full colonel. the 
D.G. and P.V.O. in India to rank as major general, 
Objection might be raised to veterinary officers bein 
Lt. Colonels at 22 years, asin some instances they woul 
be senior to commanding officers of regiments or 
batteries, but veterinary majors are often senior to com- 
manding officers of batteries, and medical officers in the 
Guards perhaps senior to commanding officers of Guards 
but I have never heard of friction being caused thereby. 
G., R.AM.C., if acting fo 
D.G., A.V.D., £600 a 


000 a year ; 


ti 


D.G, R.A.M.C., if acting for 3 years, £830 a year. el 
Surgeon General, after 3 years, £730 a year; no | 
equivalent rank in A.V.D. ; 
Colonel, R.A.M.C., after 3 years, £1 15s. daily ; no 
equivalent rank in A.V.D. except D.G. ; 
Vt Col., R.A.M.C., 20 years service, £1 Os. Od. daily. 
25 » ° £1 Qs. 6d. 
If Compulsorily Retired. 
£320. 


4 


” 


” ” 


” ” 30 

If Retiring Voluntarily. 
Veterinary Lt. Colonel ‘£250 
3 £350 £400. 
£420 £420. 
Lt. Colonel on increased pay as such £1 7s. 6d. daily. 
after 30 years . 10s. 


” 


” ” 


” 

Major, 20 years service, 1 ‘ wi 
If Compuls- pr 
If Retiring Voluntarily. ortly Retired. 
Veterinary Major, 20 years service £200 £250 ww 

” ” £300 £350 
Nore.—A veterinary major retiring through sickness: my 
at 20 years gets £115 a year less pension than a major, 80 
R.A.M.C., of the same service, and if retiring voluntarily m: 
£165 a year less. TI 
Any officer of the R.A.M.C. who chooses to serve his th 
full term thus, joined fairly young, is certain to get more mi 
pay and pension than D.G., A.V.D. The odds are all do 
against an officer of the A.V.D. ever becoming D.G.,as/ C 
there is only one D.G. every five years. 7 1 . 
Gratuities :-— 
R.A.M.C. after 10 years service, £1,250 A.V.D. 
» 1 4 £1,800; after 10 years ha 
Personally I do not think the pensions referred to in ~ 7 
your issue for June 10th at all adequate. I see no reason =| ele 
why officers of the A.V.D. should not have the same rates: lat 
of pay and pensions as officers of the R.A.M.C., they are ; 
certainly as capable in every way. — ” 
_ Another question is the want of more officers, especially h 
in India. All other officers are sure of their two months ~ ths 
and six months leave, but a veterinary officer is indeed qu 
fortunate if he gets more than four months leave the 
whole of his Indian tour, although he is entitled to two ho 
oars each year and six months the third year, he never the 
gets it. 
The Department is getting tired of being told what n 
excellent officers they are ; it costs nothing—they would th 
prefer something more tangible. If the authorities think * 


that by patting us on the back we think the honour 
sufficient they make an egregious error, but there are 
signs that the days of dolce far niente are numbered. 

_ We need help from the profession, as at present we are 
in the same position as the Uitlanders, we have tried the - 
waiting game with no success, and shall get nothing un- 
less we fight for it,—Yours, AN Army UITLANDER. 

July 3rd. 


CASTRATION AND TETANUS. 


If the manure contain the bacilli of tetanus how is it 
my subjects for 20 years which where placed in boxes and 


yards on manure did not have tetanus ? 


I castrated two colts at the same time, and they were 
put mto a yard full of manure, and one died of tetanus 
and the other did well. 

Calves and bulls we put into farmyards and they never 
have tetanus, VETERINARIAN. 


Communications, Books, anp Papers RECEIVED :—Messt‘- 
R. G. Saunders, G. Mayall. W. Robb, H. K. Tasker, J. Me- 
Kenny, G. E. Gibson, Sedgefield. 
‘** A Sinner.” “ Veterinarian.” 

Report on Tuberculin 
Dindee Advertiser. 


‘An Army Uitlander,” 
(Melbourne), Journal The 
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